Churches

Denominations

Sects

Cults

New Age

Size Large, with Like churches, Strong Largeinplaces | Never large
hierarchy of but smaller leaderships, yet with longevity
clergy and paid stressing lay
officials responsibilities

Range of Very liberal to Very liberal to Evangelical, Particular belief | Non-doctrinal

beliefs fundamentalist, | fundamentalist, | charismaticand | around leader’s | or fluid
tend to tend to fundamentalist | vision
moderation moderation

Relationship Ritualistic Positive Hostile Distant Indifferent
with State
Relationship World- World- World rejecting: | Varies some
with wider accommodating | accommodating | the cultureis according to consumerist and
society and - accept and - accept used asameans | leadership and part of
culture engage with dominant norms | but is rejected group position: | postmodernity
dominant norms | and values of asanend and as | someas
and val ues of society; norms and rejectionist asa
society; however, some | values— sect,
however, some | tend to sectarian | salvation isanti-
tend to sectarian | rejection culture and anti-
rejection society
Relationship Responsibility Denominations | Hostile and Benefit from Many overlap
with different to be positive are generally intolerance toleration and with one
faith towards those of | tolerant and will | towards other can therefore be | another with
other faithina | dialogue beliefs - only tolerant of other | some multiple
plural society oneroad to groups even memberships
and dialogue, salvation when no
but not those of agreement
sectarian
sympathy




